. ™ 2

 PREPARING FOR A DAX RUSH -  TECH PRODUCTS » |

UK'S TOP SELLING KITCAR MAGAZINE

y

=
[ - |
b
L
m
LJ
-
=

WIND IN YOUR HAIR

A
] B & 0 1% = o ' -
wvicv K 1IN 11 LIV e WIILD DT

SEE IT AND FEEL IT

A AR e






OTHER THAN A PLAQUE,
THERE'S LITTLE ON THE
JUBILEE SPORT THAT CAN'T
BE PUT TOGETHER FROM A
STANDARD KIT AND
RECOURSE TO THE EXTRAS
CATALOGUE. HOWEVER,
THIS IS NO DRESSED UP
MARKETING PLOY AS THE
JUBILEE SPORT
REPRESENTS A MAIOR
MILESTONE IN WESTFIELD’S
HISTORY. IAN HYNE HAS
DRIVEN IT EXTENSIVELY.

quarter century catering for the
ever increasing requirements

of kit and sports car
enthusiasts is a milestone few
speciolist car companies come fo celebrate.
That said, quite a few have done it.

Caterham. Marlin, NG GTIM. Marcos and
Aulotune with apologies to any company
inodvertently omitted. However, none has
achieved the milestone in quite such
vigorous commercial health (The company

has just experienced its busiest January for
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several vears] or, despite the fouc

economic climate, with such a confident eye
on the fulure as well as the full range of
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resources necessary fo meet the engineering
cnallenges vet to come. Thus the Jubilee
Sport represents all that Westtield has
achieved in its 25 years of lite as well as the
launch pad for all that is to come. As such,
the small plague on the rear cockpit
bulkhead signifies thot the car is something
special. As it's celebrating the company’s
25th anniversary, only 25 will be built but
unlike the Jubilee XI that celebrates
Westfield's entry to the kit car market in
1982, the Jubilee Sport is available in kit
form at £19,995 inclusive. Alternatively,
vou can opt for a factory-built car af
£25,995.

limited  edition, celebration and
anniversary versions of current cars have



Of the few companies that have made it fo 25 years, few have Badges and plaques say something to the
made it in such fine fettle and with such o positive outlook onthe  world. The Westfield badge says a lot while
future. Westfield can be justifiably proud of their quarter century.  the Jubilee plaque says o good bit more.




The cockpit is simple but also comfortable and clossy
with o high quality of design, ergonomics and durability.

become a regular marketing ploy of the
mainstream motor industry as they seek to
susiain life in @ model on its way out. But in
truth, they offer very litfle in return for your
money and signify even less fo the car
cogniscenti other than annoying graphics on
the boot lid. At best you get a few more
bhp, ot worst a different clock and a few
bits of trim but the Sport offers you the Full
Monty such that given a blank cheque and
the extras catalogue, you'd be hard pressed
to spend very much at all.

So what do you gete

The Jubilee Sport is built on the standarg
square-tube spaceframe with wide-frack front
suspension, Westfield's own castaluminium
uprights and ' machined hubs, their own
aluminium front brakes, Nitron dampers all
round, antiroll bars front and rear and an
LSD. The engine is Ford’s 2-itre Duratec with
KMS individual throttle-body injection
developing 200 bhp @ 6,750 rpm along
with 158 lbs ft @ 5,100 rpm. With an all
up weight of 580 kgs, this car will certainly
celebrate in performance style. It'll also do it
in comfort as the trim offers full leather, very
comfortable, high-back seats, the contoured
style dashboard, heater, heated screen, four-
point harnesses and full wet weather gear.
Finally, the livery both inside and out is in
black and silver and you dlso get o day's
expert tuition at a track day to learn how to
drive it without scratching the anniversary
paint.

Today, there is no black art to achieving
a respectable power oufput. Years ago, the
engine builder's art loy largely in machining
but today, the fine tolerances of modern
engine production means the machines are
increasing idle, power being delivered by
the bolton route of improved induction and
exhaust and enhanced electronics. If's a
performance avenue open to all
manufacturers and they all take similar
advantage of it to produce engines offering
power and torque in equal measure.
However, where Westfield's development
has paid dividends that some competitors
have failed to match is in design leading to
refinement and supreme driveability and
that's what you get with the Jubilee.

Swing a leg over the low cockpit side
and you seftle into an interior of fotal
comfort. The ergonomics have been
carefully considered and the resultant driving
posifion is nigh on perfect — and not just for
me. I'm an inch and a bit over 6 feet tall but
last time | saw this car in Spain, Francie
Clarkson was driving it and she's only a bit
taller than the screen fop. Funny how so

many small women end up with such tall
men - another of life’s many mysteries.

As well as seats, pedal position, gear
lever and wheel location, the contoured
dashboard has a raised section ahead of
the driver, which overcomes the off
encountered phenomenon of speed and
revs being a mystery as the instruments are
impossible to see with the wheel in the way.
As well as being impressed with the
oractical aspects of the cockpit, the quality
also comes across in its design, visual
appeal and durability such that the Jubilee’s
Mission Control is a pleasant and pleasing
olace to be. True, the glovebox isn't a great
deal of use save for gloves but the lockable
cover on the boot box which covers the
hood and frame when lowered, can also
accommodate as much as any other car in
this sector and offers a smoother, more
professional look to the whole thing. The
locking facility is also practical in so far as
such a car can be considered praciical but
it does offer somewhere to conceal your
camera when you're in the pub at Lle Mans.

So it looks good and feels good. Does
it do you good? The answer is a resounding
yes no matter what your favoured driving
environment, |'ve driven it a very long way
on European motorways on which ifs a
comfortable, fast cruising mile muncher and
I've also put my foot down and sampled its
guts, grip and gusto on mountain roads and
though the cream of the Seven inspired crop
can match its performance, not all con
maich its élan.

Start her up and Ford’s Duratec rumbles
quietly as it warms. The engine is standard
save for the throfle body fuel injection,
Westfield's fourinto-one side exhaust and
the management system. When | first drove
it, it was fitted with the Weber Alpha dual
throftle-body kit and ECU. This was fine but
the engine wasn't very happy at low revs
and only smoothed out when you gave it
some gas. Westfield also detected this slight
reluctance at low revs and have since
replaced it with a KMS system with an
individual throtile body for each cylinder
and this does the frick to pertection not only
that but the KMS system gives it a decenl
and readily detectable dollop of additional
power whilst remaining twice compelitive
with the Weber alternative.

Moving off and feeding into the urban
fraffic, the car is smooth, quiet and docile,
gentle throffle pressure ond low rev changes
up taken smoothly and without mechanical
complaint. The throttle is well regulated so
you can set the pressure and the car will




keep to whatever speed your foot dictates, If's
comfortable, even relaxing as you woft along
making relaxed and nonchalant control inputs
that keep the Jubilee rolling gently along. The
ride is supremely supple, the combination of
well adjusted Nitron dampers, well weighted
springs, and the pressures in the 195/50
tyres all r::r::n’rribu‘ring o a fee|ing of being
cocooned in velvet but still aware of
conditions undertoot,

And then you're free of the urban sprawl,
the traffic has melted oway and the open
road winds fo the horizon or you're frickling
out of the paddock onfo the track and as you
get ready fo launch it, both you and the car
tense for the oncoming onslaught and the
ultimate test of how the car’s been bolted
together. Double de clutching down the box
and blipping the throfle at exactly the right
fime hooks everything up with absolute
precision such that the car tokes off with no
violent jerk to the drivetrain. And it just goes.
Many cars embody levels of power which
there just aren't the roads on which to use it
but believe me, I've driven this car on some
roads on which you can use everything it's
got and it's a lot. Normally you'll experience
the thump in the kidneys that 350 bhp per fon
can induce for just a few seconds and it's an
experience fo savour, your memory being that
acceleration is ballistic. It is, but when you've
got the road to put your foot down and keep
it there as you go right up the box, the
acceleration is relentless, becoming a
struggle between guts and the encroachment
of your threshold of fear. Top Gear have a
great lime thrashing cars round their track
with all the room in the world fo slide and
spin them but on o two lane road, with the
scenery very close, you need fo know what
you're doing and thankfully, with o day's
frack day fuition from someone who knows
what they're falking obout included in the
price, you will or af least you'll be equipped
with the vivid knowledge of what is likely 1o
~ happen it you get it wrong. But that's no bad
thing as cars invested with the performance
clout of the Jubilee should command respect
plus, if's what gives driving them as hard as
you can such a thrill,

But there’s a lot more fo it than simple
power. As |'ve said, 200 bhp DOHC, 16
volve EFi engines are prefty common in
today's indusiry as power has never been
more available but what shines through is the
Jubilee's ability to handle it and the apparent
ease with which it does it. Grip is
phenomenal, the antiroll bars keeping the
car feeling taut, responsive and confidence
inspiring throughout its extensive handling

and roacholding reperfoire but it never feels
harsh or uncompromising which is a tricky
tightrope to tread. It remains comfortable as
you tackle the long sweepers and fight twists
and you don't get thrown about in the seat.
The suspension soaks up the bumps, some
pretty big but nothing rattles the frame or the
car's fotal composure such that there's nothing
that makes you think you shouldn't push it a
litfle harder. So you do. When you push it too
far or, more accurately, you exhaust your skill
supply, the Jubilee behaves like any front
engine, rear drive car with increasing
understeer giving way o oversteer, the levels

of disobedience at either end being dictated
by the speed you happen fo be doing and the
severity of the bend.

However, if you want a little fail out action
before geffing to the stoge and speed at
which it becomes inevitable, you just squeeze
the throttle a litle harder on the exit and the
back end will step out, you'll get that chirrup
of wheelspin while a single armful of opposite
lock will bring it back into line for the next
bend.

| loved this car. Did | love it any more that
any other Westfield2 Not really except that |
drove it far more than any other Westfield I've
driven for a long time as well as on roads on
which | haven't driven before. So, is it any
better than any other Westfield? Given the
same engine and upgrades, no. So is there
any point in going for a Jubilee rather than
building a car to the exact same spec? Yes.
Why?

That's a tricky one to answer as it goes
beyond the car's physical spec and ability.
However, we all want something just that little
bit different. You've only got to look at the
widely diftering builds on show in the owners’
club enclosure at any show. The Jubilee is a
little bit different as well as having a plaque
that only twenty five other cars will have. But
rather than the plague itself, it's what it
represents that draws you to it. This car is the
pinnacle of Westfield's achievements over 25
years and, having driven the very early cars,
| know the extent of the technical journey the
company has made. let me put it this way.
You could build the best car in the world but
without a Rolls Royce badge on the radiator
shell, nobody would believe you. You could
moke the finest watch in the world but without
a Rolex badge on the dial, you claims would
meet with similar levels of scepficism,
notwithstanding their veracity. Badges and
plaques say something to the world. The
Westfield badge says a lot and the Jubilee
plogque says the rest. | envy twenly five

people.
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