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it cars are exciting. Going fo
{ | the EII:1:I:ITE:Z:-1'"|J.-" showroom creates
I
L ] '
K the buzz, leafing through the

If LIGUH‘YE read ngE' DE-EHTS brochures makes it an ifch that

r ) o el O s
no amount of whal T[,‘_'r;:n ear s J-._i mes IV\ay

SUD[E”‘{IEIU dEI’ailEd a[hglES Un t'E!FE'r.’:'a to as ‘man rr'l-r.fl'.}"u.’-.i' can l:_'_l-:_'_I:I:::-r._‘_]l_:i-:'_:'.l:::-'i'-:,-'
accurate DUUQE“”Q r[:lf*a kil' Car scratch. But often, the Uf'lT:I-'.ZIl.-'.:]Tr.Z]l}l'{i truth is

that your current bud gel just won't cover the
P._ s . bl_ll]lj l__]pu 1i,(’mfl” kKNnow H"]af 1\,.P'EI'I:I car you want no matter how you rearrange

the figures. Game over? Absolutely not, for

often, the financial gulf between o
whal l_..]bl_l selecl from the spec are very flexible and design their cars in @

similar fashion. What he means is that, in

Eh e E I‘:\- an d what YJour bud Q el ' respect of Wesltield, with a common chassis

underpinning the enfire range, just about

: J"'

will stretch Io, remain frbstratingly s o g e

fEII' apﬁl’l’ "JS El fI'ECIUEI'I”LI SPDI’T S model will tit on the basic i_‘;:"_‘.:::j‘J'-,-'

chassis kit that you can build very altordably

'[j CCU [[i ng p ne aAomenon: W| |‘h with a set of self-sourced donor components.
{ ' In the kit car world, as in many others, there's

which Weslfield, and mast other more than one way 16 skin a cat, of your

manufacturers, is f|_|"[__] familiar but knuckles, such that starting out with a car that

your budget will adequately cover can be

as the CDFI‘IDEIHQ'S sales direclor, seen as fthe first positive step towards
| . E:Ddicming the itch while Si_lb.SEquJE-:n'r

simon WE stwoo g, PO ints oul, thal upgrades as and when they become either
*_ ]

the itch banished to a distant memary.
Though we're talking spec fica ly Westtield,
i's an approach that works on the products
of many other manutacturers.

So what are we talking about here¢ The

variations in the specification of a Westfield :
as with any other kitform car, are legion.
They cover bodywork styles, wheels and
tyres, suspension, antiroll bars, dampers,
brakes, differentials, engines, power outputs,
frim, weather equipment and every other
aspect of the complete car. Thus either
building trom a basic body chassis unit of
buying a built car from the classifieds can be
looked upon as the first move rather than the
final solution.

The first thing is fo decide where to start.
This can be either with a basic kit to build
or a used car. In respect of the latter, Kit
Car's classitieds form an excellent hunting
E{[[_‘;H_JHE_‘J in which to track down a bclrgﬂin_
Take our November issue where you will
find a very well priced car at £4,550. Ifs

1 [ . . A il
got a crosstiow engine on twin 40s, it's

laxed and fested and has covered less than
' ‘ 10,000 miles. It's a great price and you'd
be hard pressed to build a new kit for the
same oullay. However, it does have a live
axle and a switch to an IRS back end is o
iob that's far more easily accomplished by
buying an IRS car in the first place. It's nof

’r|'|-:]‘r there's a r'l'-,-'1 hing wrong with @ |i~.-*:e u:]::=:|E-:_

It's just that if your plan involved an increas

2 o
|

in F_‘J-::'J'-.-'-.-'E:r Q bl::'"u""Ef ] r.ﬁ,' == | 'i ,r:} i] h P, an ||:<
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back end will be much better in allowing a
soffer ride and improved traction especially
on the exit of corners. So how about an Sei
wide bodied car at £6,200¢ This one's gof
clamshell wings and is again a 1600,

orobably crossflow or maybe a CVH, Then
there's a 1994 car with a 1600 CVH and
a livespeed box at £4,500 or another
crossflow car at £6,350.

The same issue has an SEIGHT but it
you've got the £10,000 asking price, you
can probably afford the specitication you're
[here's also @
ur*.:'eg_,]i51r:'re[:| 2-litre Duratec car with all the
right bits at £16,950.

The gult that exists between the price of

ultimately after. new,

older and more modern cars is very clear to
see but buying the older cars and
upgrading them is one way to get what you
want in @ manner you can attord or, as is
equally often the case, in a manner that you

are

appy lo alford.
That said, starting with a basic kit is the
best way o go as you can build the car to

suit yourselt from the outset and get as close
lo your ideal specification as the budgel
permits. You can also build it to your own

standards and with your preferred seats,

o
Westfield's cost aluminium uprights and hubs make o

major difference to the front end’s feel and response.

instruments, wheels, tyres, engine, gearbox,
difterenfial efc. and get fo choose fhe
colowur.

So assuming you either build or buy a
basic car, where do you start with the
upgrades¢ That's pretty much down to you
and what you want to achieve but as for
what you can upgrade, the list covers
everything.

Very offen the immediate requirement is
for more power either through an engine
swap or funing. However, a faster car
makes increased demands of the car'’s
suspension, brakes, handling and
roadholding such that this area is a better
place to start. Aside from the cosmetic
attraction of nickel plated wishbones,
upgrades ultimately aim at creating @ more
responsive front end chiefly through @
reduction in unsprung weight.

This is
lighter materials and components and
Westfield have a full range fo suit every car
from road to race. Replacing steel with

achieved through the use of

aluminium uprights, hubs and brakes makes
an excellent siart. They also offer a range of
spring damper units fo suit cars with
various engines from the bike-powered
Mega range to Ford and Vauxhall four-
cylinder engines and the Rover V8. Top olf
the shop on the 2000S are Nitron units
mounted upside down fo further reduce that
all important unsprung weight.

COl

Bushes are another consideration as the
W
response at the expense of a little more
noise and vibration.

tirmer bushes give a sharper, more live

You don't have to go to AP Racing
callipers but the market offers o

good range of aluminium two and
four-pot callipers with M16 fittings.

An adjustable front anti-roll bar

further sfiffens and sharpens the
front end but you need guidance on
correct adjustment and ts effecis.

Westfield offer both Sierra steel callipers and these lighter and more
compact VW Golf units. The prices are the sume so really, it's no contest.
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The back end also
benefits from an anti-roll

bar upgrade in enhanced

grip and body confrgh

In respect of brakes, you can upgrade
tfrom standard Fora steel ED"ipEﬁIS to the
lighter AP callipers offered by Westtield as a
full set with discs and pads, or go for any of
the other aftermarket aluminium §-'"|Hf-pf--’r
:|||l*‘IF’r options all of which are compatl tible
with the Ford M16 mounting |1|_J And it
going for four- pol tront Llrr‘1|~'r’ don't
overlook a larger capacity mastercylinder
which the com pany also supply.

At the back end, standord Sierra rear
LL']||||:I'I—‘| are [;'Jerfecﬂ‘-:,-" I.'_'J'.'_'III."'qu._lf-:ﬂE' F.:j.r a r-::nild
car but the Golf units Westfield use are
ighter, more compact and come for the
same price so they're the ones fo go for if
you're buying from Westfield in the firsi
instance rather than using what conveniently
comes with the donor car.

Antitoll bars are another option that
sharpens the car's response and cornering
ability and Westtield offer a djustable

i['!::l_i.hj'_]”u:']fi|;'_1|['|:E. {H:.II'If |:1r‘|d redr. |_’i-..l.:',, ﬂﬂ":,"rl"'li['l':':]

adjustable, you need a litle expert guidance
on how fo set it up. It's the same with springs,
dampers, ride height, tyre [ur essures, brake
balance efc. but 'u-"‘-«"esrheld s staff are a well
clued up bunch who have The benefit of
hwenty Five years experience 1o cal | JF"-"‘H"l
The steering will be fine. Wes
the Escort MkZ rack as a f—-‘r‘*ﬂd-:lru:.‘

installation and 1 the Tr1|., reql r!I.-'.:'.J ror a unit

quicker than the standard 2.5 turns is it
yOou re going racing.

Opportunities fo lighten the load
continve under the bonnet where a
|i5':‘_; hm-'eig ht radiator and electric tan save
"-.’-.-'Eigi'l’r over the stock steel unit.

J":"-."i |:I"‘H' Q5 H'I' I‘:' F|' OX 1§ """"""["""-u"—"'"f'l-";"l'._.i

e u'r e go fnq to stick with the Fe rd Ty ype G
five-spee:

speed and Iqh there's a choice ol
Ii HE el |I|’]| rlw |_['1r"|-'jr.:1"-.--:?!|'

Freelander's 3_-2:1 h::ur bike engined cars

and the Sierra unit in either 3.92:1 or

3.36:1 final drives, the u.'_'-a|1|-,,- choice here is
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-
Engine upgradesaneedn't only beor mare power, it could be simply fo use @ more 5
modern and flexible engine like this Ford Sigma 1600 giving around | 0 bhp. 4 |

an LSD but since you re going fo be [}:J*-;ing
a box and ditterential anyway, i makes
sense o go for what You want from the
outset.

Something else to think about before

investing in more power is tyres. There are

any number of half decent road tyres

available at very acceptable prices bul
once i]UUiH, YOU gel what YOuU pay for and
in respect of tyres the payback is in grip.
Obviously you don't need a set of Yoko 48s
for road use and even if VOU re drjiﬂg rrack

days, don't forget that they don't last that
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ong. A good road / frack day selection

would be Yokohama's A539 although once

again, Westtield will advise you on tyre
choice depending on application.

Where the engine is concerned,
generally and upgrade will typically
concern a Ford four-cylinder unit either from
crosstlow or CVH up to Zetec or Duratec.
The Zetec is a available in a range of
capacities but chiefly 1,800 and 2ditre
while the Duratec is a 2-itre unit although
there is a US spec 2.3 but once again, it's

& [
a gueshon ol expense

¥ &% This throttle-body fed Duratec
¢ developswell over 200 bhp
but you need fo be a bloody
qood driver o stay on fop of
¢ At otherwise it's wosted.

The other thing to bear in mind with
power is that kit cars long ago acquired the
punch fo tofally overwhelm the ability of the
average driver so there’s no need to spend
money on power you will never be able to
use. That's not to say you can't build up to it
but it the 130 bhp of the average engine
isn't enough, generally the 160 — 170 of @
good spec Zetec will be a sufficient handful
without the extra 30 odd bhp that will arrive
with a similarly set up Duratec.

No matter what you choose, if it's a

Ford, Vauxhall DOHC or Rover V8.



Westtield have the full fiting and plumbing

kit to make the job as straightforward as
| g

possible and protessional looking when it's

done.

That's pretty well covered the mechanical
opfions and upgrades that are available but
Westtield is more versatile then most in
offering two body shyles. If you're buying a kit
to build, naturally you'll go for your preterred
[]Ddﬁ,ﬁ ahr,rh-': from the outset but if *fDU"rE
upgrading a used car or effecting repairs to
an accident damaged car, then it's something

you could consider.

The latest boay style, as per fhe black and
white car pictured, comes from the company's
carbonfibre, Rover K-series powered
FWA400. This has a single-piece flip front with
heat extracting nosfril vents on top of the
bonnet and two additional ones at either side.
The rear end is more cleanly styled with
individual round light units rather than light
clusters, while there’s also an boollip spoiler
moulded info the rear deck. Though either
siyle is equally attractive and Wesltield reports
prefty well even choices between the two, the
new one has the novelty of being new as well
as something very distinctive amongst

competing marques. And it's not just the body

VOU Can t‘.hmge There are now two styles of
dashboard moulding. There’s the traditional

I
' B

at fascia as featured on this car or there is @
version with a raided section ahead of the
driver for the main instruments and two cenlral
recesses for the auxiliary instruments and the
switch panel. It also has a small gloveoox
ahead of the passenger.

Not content with that, you can add
cockpit frim finishers, rear valance panels,
black anodised screen uprights and mirrors o
drop the screen completely and go for a
moulded wind deflector. You can fit carbon-
fibre effect wings front and rear and thereby
totally transform the look of a car.

Of course, at the end of the day, you wil
stil end up paying the some for the car
whether you buy your preferred specificafion
in the first place or whether you go for a more
affordable option and gradually build up fo it
so where's the advaniage? It lies in the fac
that you don't spend nearly as much money in
the first insiance plus you can be using,
enjoying, becoming familiar with and more
skilful at driving the car as you gradually
upgrade it rather than having a haltbuilt car
siting in the workshop as you save up for the
next step.

And while you may think such a car could
actually cost you more to build as in paying
for the upgrades, there is a gradually
increasing pile of discarded componentry on
the workshop shelf the truth of the matter is

e

Westfield even mount
standard dampers
upside down in order
fo reduce unsprung

weight.

These Nitron dompers are Westfield's fop option
and give major benefits over standard unifs.

We

ifield Sports Cars

Web: www.weslfield-sporfscars.co.uk

that with getfing on for 2,000 Westtields out
there, there’s a ready market for parts.

So even if Sanfa only brings you
Westtield's Parts and Accessories catalogue,
there’s sfill plenty in it fo inferest a potential

Westtield builder and it doesn't have to be an
idle dream.

KIT-CAR
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