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by Litton, then C.A. E.,
the Corse has been around
late 19805. Now sold by Napiersport, we got

GRAHAM BELL to take a fresh look at this enduring kitcar.

e Lancia Stratos has to be one
of the most striking and iconic
(not to mention unlikely!) rally
cars ever, its radical styling
combined with three consecutive
World Rally Championship crowns in the
mid-seventies, helping to secure its
status as an automotive legend.

And yet amazingly, the first that long-
time car enthusiast Lionel Gooch knew
about it was when he saw Steve
Greenwood's newly launched Corse
replica back in 1989.

The Corse and its engineering
standards made such a deep impression

on Lionel that a trip across the Yorkshire
Dales in the demonstrator gave him a
sudden urge to get into motorsport, and
he ended up buying two — one for rallying
and one for the road.

Involvement with the Corse has been a
big part of Lionel’s life ever since, even
taking it into the heady world of British
GT racing in the late 1990s before finally
taking the project over completely to start
selling it under the Napiersport banner in
2003. Steve Greenwood, a talented
engineer, had moved onto other things
(including the Sector 3 Savant, which

later became the Quantum Xtreme — Ed.)
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by the mid-nineties and Lionel acquired
the Corse project from Hugh Carson of
Skipton-based Carson Automotive
Engineering, aka C.A.E.

Although the Corse accurately
recreates the Stratos’ shape, Napiersport
describe it as an evolution rather than a
replica, and there are some deliberate
and noticeable differences under the skin
to make the car easier to manufacture or
drive better.

Drive better than a world championship
winning legend?

Well in a manner of speaking, yes.

You see, while the Stratos was
extremely nimble, which helped top-flight
drivers like Sandro Munari carry amazing
speeds as they zig-zagged between the
trees along twisting forest stages, its
suspension set-up also made it very
nervous on the limit.

The resulting snap oversteer meant that
lesser mortals who bought the roadgoing
versions built to meet homologation
requirements were more likely to end up
driving into the trees — backwards.

So, not wanting to replicate the
Stratos’ propensity for suddenly swapping
ends, Corse designer Steve Greenwood
ditched Lancia’s wishbone front/
MacPherson strut rear suspension set-up
in favour of wishbones all-round to
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provide matching suspension
characteristics at each end.

These are used with custom alloy
uprights with Granada hubs and brakes
all round, along with rubber bushes rather
than the original’s Rose-joints to provide
a more forgiving ride in normal use.

Another difference is in the car's
construction, the original Stratos having a
steel monocoque cabin section with front
and rear subframes to mount the
mechanical parts to. For ease of small
scale manufacture the Corse uses a
GRP clad semi-monocoque central
section with integral roll-cage and front
and rear subframes, which independent
tests have shown to be very stiff at over
6000 Ib ft/degree.

And as the 2.4-litre Ferrari Dino V6
fitted to the original Stratos has never
been commonplace in scrapyards, the
Corse’s engine is understandably
different too. Early Corses tended to run
Lancia twin-cams because rusty Lancias
were once cheap and plentiful, plus they
came with the right badge and Latin spirit
even if they didn’t have the right
configuration or number of cylinders.

These days tin-wormed Lancias are
about as common as Ferrari V6s, but
fortunately the Fiat group have provided
an even better alternative thanks to Alfa
Romeo, whose glorious 3-litre V6 ticks all
the right boxes save for total authenticity.
However, if you can find — and afford — a
Ferrari V6 then the Corse’s chassis will
take it, though as an Alfa unit can give you
more power for less money why bother?

As you've probably already noticed, it's
an Alfa V6 that powers the beautiful
burgundy example belonging to Tim
Page that you see pictured here.

You might be familiar with this car as
it's become a regular ambassador for
Napiersport at shows, including
totalkitcar LIVE! events, and at last
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year's Brands do Tim was kind [
(or foolish!) enough to let me
take the wheel for a few laps.

And it's the steering wheel —
or more accurately its position
— that’'s the most obvious
giveaway that Tim's car is a
replica rather than genuine,
because while Lancia only
offered left-hand drive, the
Corse gives you a choice.

Unlike some genuine ltalian
sportscars the Corse also
offers a good driving position
with seat, steering wheel and
pedals all in line. In fact the
only blot on the copybook

comes from a lack of i ".‘h L\

headroom due to the roof PR S
being so narrow, though to be honest
that's really only a problem when you're

wearing a crash helmet so isn’t going to

totalkitcar March/April 2007

Jadidilinieg 5

A
bother you on the road.

The lack of rearward vision might
though. As befitting a rear wheel drive
rally car, that wraparound glazing
provides excellent visibility forwards and
sideways, but you can see next to
bugger-all through those rear slats —
which certainly made pulling out of the
pit lane onto Paddock Hill bend a
focusing experience...

With no power assistance the steering
is heavier than your average modern
hatchback’s, though not overly so, and
the upside is that once on the move it
has a nice meaty, direct feel. Much the
same can be said of the gearchange,
which is very precise in a suitably no-
nonsense mechanical way.

Although the Corse has a foam-filled
double skin bulkhead to reduce cabin
noise, I'm pleased to say that even when
you're driving the car with a helmet on
Tim’s Corse sounds fantastic when you
get that V6 wound up

As this is a standard 180bhp 12 valve
164 engine acceleration is brisk rather
than shattering, but with 230bhp
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